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Speech for Mr Hieu Van Le AO
Lieutenant Governor of South Australia and Chairman of SAMEAC

EVENT: RSASA New Beginnings Spring Exhibition Opening & 150 year celebration
TIME and DATE: 1.40pm (speech at 2;30pm), Sunday, 9 October, 2011
LOCATION: Gallery, First Floor, Institute Building, Cnr North Terrace & Kintore Avenue
CONTACT: Ms Bev Bills or Ms Vicki Waller on 8232 0450
· Dr Ian George, Patron of the Royal South Australian Society of Arts

· Professor Mads Gaardboe (Guard-bow), Head of School of Arts, Architecture and Design at the Uni of SA
· Mr Jack Condous (Con-Doos), President of The Friends of the South Australian School of Art
· Ms (or Reverend) Vicki Waller, President of the Royal South Australian Society of Arts
· Ms Bev Bills, Acting Director of the Royal South Australian Society of Arts

· Members, fellows and friends of the Royal South Australian Society of Arts

· Distinguished guests

· Ladies and gentlemen
 

It’s a pleasure to join you for the launch of this year’s Spring Exhibition New Beginnings and to see these brilliant works of art.

The Spring Exhibition is one of four “members exhibitions” and is a great opportunity for both experienced and amateur artists to showcase their work. 
I’d like to begin by congratulating all the artists who have been selected to be a part of this exhibition. 

Looking around us, we can see a variety of modern and contemporary pieces in the form of paintings, drawings, photographs, sculptures and textiles.

Each piece is original and unique in its meaning to the artist and in its interpretation to the viewer - this is the beauty of art.
Art is ever evolving.  And this is true now more than ever with the new mediums and technologies available to us.

I’m a keen supporter of visual arts, and of the arts generally.

I am very keen to learn more and to support the continued development of the arts in South Australia.

When I came to South Australia in 1977 as one of the first Vietnamese “boat people”, I was struck by the high profile and importance of the arts in this State.
This is one of our State’s defining features.
One of the important aspects of art is to bring people together and helping them to understand a little of the wider world – especially now with the cultural diversity of our community – and of our artists.

I understand that your organisation has a strong membership of culturally diverse background which, particularly over the past half century, has exposed the community to their stories, cultures and different styles and techniques, further diversifying the field of art in South Australia.
My belief in the power of art - Many millions of words have been put on paper about uncertain journeys made to new lands, about cultural difference and diversity, about isolation and belonging, about struggling to overcome prejudices, discrimination and adversity, and about triumph and celebration of life and love.

But – in my view – even very good pieces of writing can’t capture the spirit of another time, place, or experience in the way that the purposeful strokes and colours of a painters brush or a well-used camera can.
As Vincent Van Gogh said, “The emotions are sometimes so strong that I work without knowing it. The strokes come like speech”.


Today we also mark an important milestone of the South Australian Society of Arts and SA School of Arts.

I also wish to congratulate the Royal South Australian Society of Arts on all its achievements since its inception in 1856 and the establishment of the School of Arts 150 years ago.

This is a significant milestone which we are all very proud of. 

It is truly a great achievement especially given that this Society has been successfully running on the goodwill of volunteer members and the generous donations of friends and supporters. 

The Society and School of Arts have assisted and supported many, many people to pursue their passion and realise their dreams since its establishment in the nineteenth century.

I also commend the members who so generously volunteer their time and expertise to mentor young up and coming artists - the future of the Arts in South Australia.

Before I end, I’d like to thank both Vicki Waller and Bev Bills for their dedication to the Society.
They, and those came before them, have assisted in upholding the aspirations and objectives of the Royal South Australian Society of Art by providing precious opportunities and support to local artists.

Ladies and gentlemen.

It’s been an honour to say a few words this afternoon and I do hope you’ll tell your friends and family about this exhibition, which runs until 30 October.

It’s now my great privilege to declare the Spring Exhibition New Beginnings officially open.

Thank you.
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