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 ADVANCE \d 14.5  MEDIA RELEASE

26 January 2010
HIEU VAN LE APPOINTED AO
The Lieutenant Governor of South Australia and Chairman of the South Australian Multicultural and Ethnic Affairs Commission (SAMEAC), Mr Hieu Van Le, was today appointed as an Officer in the General Division of the Order of Australia (AO).

Mr Le received the honour, the second highest in the Australian honours system, for service to the community in South Australia, particularly through roles contributing to the enhancement of a multicultural society.

Mr Le said he was humbled and extremely honoured to be awarded an AO.

“I see this award as recognising not just my efforts, but also those of everyone who has helped make Australia a cohesive and harmonious society,” he said.

“I have merely continued the fine work of generations of others.”

Mr Le came to Australia as a refugee from Vietnam in 1977.

He became the Lieutenant Governor of South Australia on 31 August 2007, and is the first person of Asian background to hold the position of Chairman of SAMEAC.

“When I arrived in Australia, I was shown great kindness and I sensed a real generosity of spirit within the people of this great country," Mr Le said. 

“For the past 33 years I have simply sought to emulate and return that generosity.”

Mr Le said people from many different backgrounds had made Australia a wonderful country.

“These include the traditional custodians of the land, the Aboriginal people - who have maintained the longest surviving culture on our planet,” he said.

“They also include the early European settlers who were the architects of Australian Federation - visionaries who established, above all, democracy and enduring social and political institutions.

“And they, of course, include successive waves of immigrants and refugees - people who have maintained their respective traditions and beliefs while at the same time embracing overarching Australian values.

“For me, fostering and promoting multiculturalism in South Australia is not an end in itself. 

“The ultimate purpose of multiculturalism is to improve society overall, to make ours a culturally richer, more open, outward-looking and inclusive place to live, and to make Australia an admired nation in the eyes of the world.”
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